
Message from Mrs. Green 

 

Wow, what another busy half 

term we have had! This half term 

has been filled with so much 

learning. There has been 

knowledge gained, skills developed and happy 

memories made!  It was great to share our 

school with OFSTED and to celebrate all of the 

wonderful things  that happen at Portland. Our 

school is a truly special place.  Our report is on 

it’s way, so keep your eyes peeled.  

Alongside our usual ‘Connected Curriculum’, 

the children have enjoyed a number of enrich-

ment opportunities this half term. We have 

celebrated Chinese New year, NSPCC Number 

day,  National Safer Internet day and taken 

part in our very own sponsored read.  All of 

these experiences and opportunities  support 

the holistic development of our pupils and 

their personal development.  

It is great to see the days getting a little longer 

as we move in to the Spring term. We will be 

kickstarting next half term with Empathy Week 

and a visit to the Houses of Parliament in Lon-

don for our school parliament! What an oppor-

tunity! For now, it is time to reflect on what 

another brilliant half term we have had togeth-

er, whilst taking some time over the holidays to 

rest and recharge ready for all the fun and ad-

ventures to come in Spring 2.  

Have a wonderful break everybody!  
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Nursery: 

Nursery this  

half term 

have 

thoroughly 

enjoyed their theme, ‘what is the weather like 

outside?’ They have learnt about lots of 

different weather types including how to keep 

safe in them. They have explored the four 

seasons and the changes we see in the world 

around us  each season. They have loved mark 

making and creating their own weather cards, 

as well as exploring the changes to the leaves 

in their classroom garden. The children have 

immersed themselves into 

different experiences that we 

might have in different 

weathers, including a bare foot 

bear hunt walk and making ice 

creams for the beach.  

EYFS have been on an amazing 

journey visiting some the coldest 

places on earth - the North and 

South Poles.  They have discovered 

the animals that live in different places through 

reading the books Lost and Found and Poles 

Apart. The children have investigated how to help 

a penguin trapped in ice after discovering the 

most efficient way to melt  ice.  They have also 

visited China to learn about the 

traditions during the festival of 

Chinese New Year and have been 

tigers in our school dance to cel-

ebrate the year of the tiger. 



 

 Year 1: 

This half term the children 

have fully immersed 

themselves into learning all 

about the United Kingdom.  

They have absolutely loved 

learning about why the capital 

cities of the United Kingdom are 

different to each other. The 

children did this by using the I-

pads and atlases to research the different 

famous landmarks, the human and physical 

features and  by looking at the weather. The 

children wrote fantastic, descriptive recounts 

of Ted’s trip to London and a summary to tell 

others all about the UK. They ended the half 

term  by researching, designing 

and evaluating Ted’s sandwich- 

which was part of his traditional 

English afternoon tea!  

Year 2: 

In Year2, the children have been learning all 

about the Titanic.  They have read the story ‘I 

was there on board the Titanic’ and learnt lots of 

new facts.  They looked at the history of the Ti-

tanic and how it was designed and built. They 

also  researched what went wrong causing it to 

sink resulting in so many people dying.    

In science, they have explored the suitability of 

different materials and investigated what would 

be the best material to use for a boat and why. 

They explored the different classes on board the 

Titanic and thought about how this compared to 

the class system today.  The children were really 

interested in first, second and third class and 

considered how the experience would have 

different for each class.   

 

 
Year 4: 

This half term, Year 4 have been learning all 

about the Romans in Rome! They kicked off the 

half term connecting their knowledge back to 

their natural disasters topic and learnt about 

how volcanoes are formed and their different 

parts. They 

then 

experienced 

what the 

Mount Vesuvius eruption in Pompeii would 

have been like and why it is still frozen in time! 

They also learnt all about the battle of Corinth 

and how it bought the Greek period to an end 

before evaluating Julius Caesar’s reign through 

writing a biography about his life. What a half 

term! More learning about the Romans impact 

on Britain next half term! 

Year 3: 

The children in Year 3 have been busy 

discovering the relics and mysteries left behind 

from Ancient Egypt. They have created their 

own hieroglyphic patterns and sailed up the 

river Nile to explore the 

Egyptian artwork on the 

hidden tombs. 

They went on a trip to 

Derby Museum to see a 

real life mummy from 

thousands of years ago. Yikes! 

In their writing, they've been busy exploring 

about why the Nile was crucial for everyday life 

and they’ve been busy writing explanations on 

how to mummify a friend. In art and Design 

technology, they’ve created clay amulets and 

drawn the weighing of the heart ceremony on 

homemade papyrus paper! What a great half 

term in the past! 



 

 

This term, Year 5 have 

been looking up to the 

Universe! After an 

extremely successful trip 

to the Space Centre, they 

have been reading and learning about the 

Space Race with a twist of perspective. They 

have written a newspaper article portraying the 

hidden figures experiences in the 1960’s, while 

learning about this history of racism and how 

humanity has fought against segregation since 

then. They then turned to the solar system and 

studied the properties and order of the planets 

as well as investigating the phases of the moon.  

Year 6:  

In Year 6, the children 

have been learning 

about WW2. They have 

been developing their 

skills in history by 

exploring how the war began and the rise of 

Hitler. They created a timeline of events and 

even wrote a speech in the style of Winston 

Churchill. 

As well as this, the children have been learning 

about what happened during the holocaust. 

Linking to PSHE, the children explored the 

impact that discrimination 

had upon those of the 

Jewish fair and used this to 

inform a diary entry from 

the perspective of a Jewish 

child.  

EYFS Book Review 

 

“I like reading this book because it talks about 

all the different things you can see. I’m getting 

really good at reading”.  

KS2 Book Review 

 

“I really enjoyed the book Survivor: Escape from 

Pompeii by Jim Eldridge. I would describe this 

book as dramatic with gripping first hand ac-

counts of the most traumatizing events in histo-

ry. I don’t dislike anything about the book be-

cause it had so much detail in it, I actually felt I 

was in the book. I 

would recommend 

this book and give 

it five stars.” 

 

 

\ 
Year 5: 



 

School Parliament 

This half term the children have asked for 

more after school clubs, fruit at breaktime 

for key stage 2, bigger cupboards for coats 

and bags, more unique dinners from around 

the world and different food at breakfast 

club.  They would like different people to 

visit our school from around the world and  

would like to do more things for charity (we 

already do a lot!).   

30  children have been invited to visit The 

Houses of Parliament in February. We are so 

excited and cannot wait to tell you all about 

our adventure. 

 

The Importance of Sleep 

From our ‘Well-being Compass’, sleep has come up as an area which many children scored low 

in. Here are some top tips to help us get a good sleep! 


