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A Message from Mrs. Green

What a super half term! The children have certainly embraced our ASPIRE 

values, have pushed their potential and showcased the knowledge and the 

progress they have made.

The experiences - from school trips, to the Bilborough Arts Festival, to the rock 

concert, to the talent show, to  sports days, to the emotional Year 6 Leavers 

Assembly - so many but each one encompassing the true heart of our school; 

to connect our learning and to bring opportunities and memories. 

The way the children have ‘bounced back’ after a tricky few years and the 

respect,  kindness  and understanding that they show towards each other and 

the wider world makes me so very proud this year. 

Next year, we build again on our strengths and I look forward to working with 

our families to ensure our expectations remain high and our children get the 

best chance to ASPIRE in all they do. 

Have a very happy summer!



Nursery 

 This half term, the children have explored changes and growth. We have 

learnt about the life cycle of a butterfly and even watched some tiny eggs 

grow.  We have also planted and looked after our very own sunflower seeds. 

 In PSHE, we have thought about how we can keep our bodies healthy and 

strong. This has included looking at how much water we should drink, the 

importance of sleep, what a balanced diet looks like and how to ensure we 

have healthy, clean teeth. 

 The children have enjoyed exploring the outdoor environment and taking 

notice of the changes that are happening as we move into summer. We have 

explored our sand and water area, made dens, prepared our flower garden and 

even enjoyed a few ice poles along the way. What a busy half term! 



Foundation
This term in F2,  we have been learning about the animals that 
live on a farm and what the job of a farmer is.  We used a 
strategy called ‘talk for writing’ to help us write our own story of 
Farmer Duck.

We have also continued our learning about lifecycles and 
enhanced our knowledge of this by watching eggs hatch and 
chicks grow. This built upon the knowledge we already had from 
Nursery.  The children have compared and contrasted the 
animals that we have met throughout the year, to the new 
learning of animals that live under the sea through the story of 
Tiddler.

We have written our own drum rhythms inspired by the children 
who had Rock Steady lessons. They were great tiny teachers and 
helped us to do this! 

We have thought about how we have grown over the year and 
we are very much looking forward to next year in Year 1.



Year 1
This half term, Year 1 have been looking at different animals and exploring the 
similarities and differences between them. To enhance their knowledge and 
understanding, Year 1 went on a trip to Twycross Zoo. Their favourite animals 
that they saw were meerkats, penguins, monkeys, zebras and giraffes. The 
children used their new knowledge of different animals to write a riddle and a 
fact file about meerkats, using adjectives and questions in their writing. The 
progress they have made is amazing!

In geography, the children have been looking at the world map. The have 
enjoyed finding out about the equator and identifying hot and cold countries 
and what animals live there. 

The children have also used their computing skills to research and create pieces 
of work on the ipads all about different animals. 

I loved the zoo 
and seeing the 
monkeys and 
penguins. 

I know that the 
equator is hot and I 
am going on holiday 
near there. 

We wrote a fact file 
about Meerkats to 
tell the F2 children all 
about them.  



Year 2
This half term, the Year 2 children have been learning all about Africa. We have 
explored the whole continent and looked at where this is situated in the world. 
In geography, the children really enjoyed exploring an atlas and they used their 
knowledge of continents and oceans to locate Africa on the map.  We also zoomed 
in to a few countries and looked at these in more detail to deepen our knowledge 
and understanding. 

We enjoyed an African drumming and dancing workshop, which enhanced our 
listening skills. The children enjoyed looking at African traditions and listening to 
traditional music too. We then used the instruments to have a go at creating our 
own music.  

In art, we made clay pots and we painted these using traditional patterns and bright 
colours.  We also made a sash and printed on them using African designs.  

The children have produced some excellent writing this year; a brilliant fact file all 
about Kenya, some excellent stories which showcased their wonderful imaginations 
and we finished the year by writing some sun poems.  



Year 3
In Year 3, we have loved taking our learning beyond the classroom and 
we’ve ventured into the great, sunny outdoors during our summer 2 Plant 
topic. We’ve immersed ourselves in the story “The wild Robot” and 
followed Roz the robot through her adventures into the great outdoors. 

We begun our topic by researching about different types of plants and we 
created many beautiful acrostic poems to match. After learning all about 
the parts of a plant and the requirements they need, we completed a 
scientific observation to see how plants grew in different conditions. 

Our class was buzzing with excitement to learn about pollination and the 
important role that bees play in the life cycle of a flower. In DT, we created 
our own moving poster to show the crucial job of a bee.

At Attenborough Nature Reserve, we went pond dipping, explored the 
woodland walk and jumped through meadows of wonderful flowers. We 
impressed the volunteers there with all of our knowledge of habitats, 
flowers and pollination and our scientific skills of classifying.  

 

In computing, we looked at the internal parts of a computer and we worked out 
how Roz the Robot was storing so much data. We discovered ways in which 
networks connect to each other to explain how Roz was found on a distant Island.

In order to learn more about our environment, we conducted a geographical 
enquiry and asked the teachers in Portland about what they think about the school 
grounds. We found out that staff think we need more meadow areas to attract 
more bees to help fill Bilborough with colour! 

We’ve thoroughly enjoyed our half term learning about nature; it’s been incredible 
to find out just how amazing nature is!

 

We enjoyed making robots 
and finding out how 
flowers make seeds!



Year 4
This half term, Year 4 have been learning about inventions that have had an impact on our daily lives. We started the half 
term learning about Thomas Edison, who despite have hearing difficulties, helped to design the lightbulb as we know it 
and the phonograph. We showed our knowledge by writing a biography of his life. 

In Life Skills, we have been learning Makaton signs to communicate with those who have hearing and speech difficulties. 
We have been practising songs ready to perform them at the end of term. This linked to our writing too, as we have been 
learning how letters are structured in order to send a letter to our local MP to encourage him to put Makaton in to the 
National Curriculum - we really hope he replies to us! 

In science, we learned how to make a simple and series circuit to make a bulb light up. We then investigated which 
materials were conductors and which were insulators and linked this back to previous learning in Life Skills on safety in 
the home. We have also investigated how sound travels through a medium by planning our own experiments and making 
our own paper cup telephones to test our hypotheses.

In computing, we learned how to write codes to create a loop with either a moving icon that repeats it’s movements or 
creates a  pattern.

In Art, we succeeded together to show what Portland means to us for our art showcase. 
We really enjoyed working together to create this large masterpiece! 

Year 4 have really enjoyed this topic and have been thinking about what inventions we could
 create that could have an impact on others - watch this space for Portland’s very own future inventors!  



Year 5

This half term, Year 5 have been learning about the Tudors - 
from the War of the Roses to the Spanish Armada! We have 
had a DT filled half term, not only have we cooked some 
fantastic Tudor tarts in food technology, we have also built 
some catapults out of wood, in order to test the Spanish 
Armada weapons used in 1588.

We had a visitor come to teach us about crime and 
punishment in the 15th and 16th century. We also learnt 
about their lifestyle, such as dances and hobbies like 
football, tennis and jousting.

We have studied the different successors to the throne, 
including Henry the 8th with his Church reformation and his 
6 wives; Edward the VI, the sickly son and Bloody Mary, who 
brought catholicism and despair. 

In writing, we started by reviewing our custard tarts, which 
brought many varied opinions on the cooking process and 
the taste! Some children loved it; others…. not so much!

The children also worked really hard on building a poem that 
would fit in to a 4 and 8 bar beat song, using rhymes, 
figurative language and modal verbs.

We have moved onto shapes and 
their properties in Maths!



Year 6
 As the school year draws to a close, Year 6 have reflected back on their many memories 

and the range of learning taught.

 This term, the children explored what it means to be a global citizen. In PSHE, they have 

been getting ready for transitioning to secondary school and have taken time to explore 

their new places of learning.

 In English, Year 6 wrote incredible narratives from the perspective of an animal which 

encountered a problem. They put their SPAG knowledge to the test to produce some 

fantastic pieces of work.

 As well as this, the children went on two trips, which were fantastic. The children visited 

the Broadway Cinema to watch the movies that they had made and travelled to the New 

Art Exchange where they developed their painting skills with a local artist.

 Year 6 want to thank parents and guardians for all their support this year and over their 

time at Portland. The children have truly shown our ASPIRE values and will continue to 

shine in their next chapters. Good luck everyone! 



Book Reviews
 KS1  KS2

I liked Lila and the Secret of Rain because 
she is always confident. She climbed a 
mountain on her own and spoke to the 
sky, when her village really needed it. Lila 
never gave up in the story even though it 
was hard! -Kitty

I liked the Ghanaian Goldilocks because Kofi 
was an interesting character and everyone 
knew him. The story is like Goldilocks and 
the three bears and teaches a lesson of not 
to break into others houses and damage 
other people's belongings. -Abisola

‘I liked reading Harry Potter because 

it was very informative. I loved the 

magic and the amazing characters.’ 

- Jessica

‘This book is really funny and the 

characters made me laugh a lot.’ 

- Harley



School Council
We really do have a 
voice in our school - we  
asked for a better 
variety of Dojo  prize 
and the the prize boxes 
have been enriched 
since. We feel safe in our 

classrooms but the 
toilets require some 
new locks and the floor 
gets wet. We invited Mr 
Wood to our meeting 
and he assured us the 
problem would be 
actioned.  The toilets are 
going to be renovated 
over the summer. Watch 
this space!

We do not like litter 
and there is a lot of 
litter being dropped 
on the premises. We 
made posters to 
remind people and 
asked for more bins, 
we’ve even set up a 
litter picking club! The 
bins are on their way! 

We asked to taste more foods from around the world 
and to be able to play outside when we have finished 
our lunch. New menus have been created and we now 
go outside and have a longer play.

We asked for more time in the 
library and to be able to borrow 
books.  Mrs Mills came to talk 
with us and there are plans for 
us all to spend more time in the 
library from September.


