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A Message from Mrs. Green

What a super start to the academic year! We were extremely pleased with how 

quickly the children settled into their new classes and got used to their new routines. 

We have really focused on securing the basics this half term and ensuring the 

children take care in their work. As a school, we are proud of the way the children’s 

learning is structured and explicitly builds on what they already know. We use 

‘connect backs’ at the beginning of each lesson to help children to do this. 

The teaching of phonics and reading has been a focus this half term with teachers 

and TAs receiving even more training on our scheme, Little Wandle, and on our daily 

reading lessons - this will ensure that your child makes good progress. We will be 

holding reading and phonics drop ins for parents as part of our Market next half term 

- look out for the dates. 

My plea to you - as always, is to read with your child 4 times a week and record in 

their journal. This really make a difference. 



Nursery 

We have had an amazing and very busy start to our academic year in 
Nursery. 

We have been busy exploring the learning environment both indoors 
and outdoors and have enjoyed meeting lots of new friends as well as 

learning all about one another.   We have grown in so much 
confidence as we have learnt the routines in our classroom and have 

even gone on our very first trip to Wollaton Park. 

We have learnt a range of nursery rhymes and have even joined in 
with retelling the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears. 

We have used our core knowledge as well as our interests to help 
develop and lead our learning in new and exciting directions which 

has allowed us to make links and embed our learning. 



Foundation

F2 have made a fantastic start to the year and have settled beautifully! They have 
looked at what makes them similar and/or different to their friends, discussed 

different feelings and ways they can be managed and went on a walk to explore 
Bilborough. The library visit was a huge success. The children really enjoyed it and 

their behaviour and engagement made us very proud!

The children have immersed themselves in their learning, producing wonderful 
self-portraits in the style of Pablo Picasso. They have worked super hard during all of 

our carpet sessions and have learnt the nursery rhymes - Humpty Dumpty and 
Hickory, Dickory, Dock and really enjoy retelling The Three Little Pigs. 

“I have brown hair 

and blue eyes like 

you.”



Year 1

Year 1 learnt all about themselves! They looked at similarities and 
differences and also parts of the body and their 5 senses. They explored 

different objects through touch, taste, smell and sight. 

The children did some fieldwork of their local area and can name 
similarities and differences between a town, city and village. 

Both classes went on a trip to Nottingham to explore our city. They saw 
some famous landmarks such as the Robin Hood statue, the lions and 

market square. They saw taller buildings and a lot more shops and 
people. 

The children loved putting on a performance to their parents and singing 
about the wonderful learning they did in Autumn 1!  

I could see lots of tall 

buildings so I know it 

is a city. 

-Godspower 

I loved singing on the 

stage. 

Zoya



Year 2

Fire, Fire! Year 2 have learned all about the Great Fire of London and the 
impact this had across history. The children were visited by 

Nottinghamshire Fire Service who showed them around a fully stocked 
fire engine and explained all the events leading up to the successful 

extinguishing of the fire in 1666. 
The children investigated how the fire spread so quickly across London 
and used their science knowledge on materials to design a house. The 
classes wrote a diary to King Charles II explaining all about cause of the 

fire on Pudding Lane. 

The children used extracts from Samuel Pepys’ diary and from their “Now 
Press Play” experience to write their own diary recounting  surviving the 

blaze! 

I enjoyed ‘Now Press 

Play’ because I could 

act out what happens 

so it helped me 

remember more.  



Year 3

Year 3 have settled in superbly! We have travelled back in time all the way to the 
Stone Age. We had learned about how Neanderthals and the hunter-gatherers 
had created their homes and hunted for food. We created a Stone Age stew that 
they would’ve eaten during the period and written some amazing instructions for 
the recipe! We used Now Press Play to be immersed into the real world of being a 
hunter-gatherer who is chased by a dangerous bear.

We created some amazing stories of a Stone Age boy staring into the face of a 
prehistoric beast and throughout the term learned about and drew cave 
paintings. 

In PE we have enjoyed our football and dance, while in Science we discovered how 
our skulls had changed over time in comparison to the Neanderthals. 

I enjoyed the 

experience on our 

trip and learned how 

to hunt. 



Year 4

What a fabulous start the children have made to Year 4 life at Portland!

Year 4 have learned all about the Ancient Greek civilisation and the 
impact that they have had on our lives today. We learnt about 

democracy, the alphabet, Ancient Greek gods and mythical creatures, 
creating our own stunning artwork. Immersing ourselves further in 

Ancient Greek life we learnt all about the Trojan War, producing our own 
Trojan horse models, as well as sampling some delicious Greek food! Our 

‘Now press play’ experience felt like we were living in ancient Greek 
times.

We also began playing and learning the basics of strings, choosing either 
violins, violas or cellos.

We have learnt about the beliefs of Buddhism and researched famous 
computer pioneers for Black History month.

This term saw our swimming lessons begin, and the children have all 
enjoyed improving their skills every week.

I really enjoy 

swimming and think I 

am improving every 

week.

I think living in 

Ancient Greece would 

be amazing!



Year 5

Year 5 have settled in beautifully to the new year.  We have 
travelled through time from the beginning of the 

Anglo-Saxons and into the era of the Vikings.  We have 
experienced life in an Anglo-Saxon village using Now Press 
Play, created amulets and pots and written an explanation 

text all about the Anglo-Saxons.

We visited York and became Viking warriors, archeologists and 
travelled back in time to a Viking village.  We have written 

amazing diaries about life as a Viking and raiding Lindisfarne 
and throughout the term learnt about vectors in computing 

which enabled us to create a Viking Longship.

We have learnt about the Hindu faith and researched famous 
people for Black History month.  

We can’t wait to continue our fabulous learning!

I enjoyed learning 

about weapons and 

finding fossils - being 

archeologists, at 

Jorvik.

My favourite part of 

the term was going to 

York because we 

could smell and see 

the Viking life. 

I enjoyed going out to 

play badminton 

because I got to 

explore a new sport. 



Year 6

Year 6 have settled in amazingly to their first term back at 
Portland. They started the year by learning about the body 

and the importance of exercise. They conducted an 
experiment to test which exercise increased their heart-rate 

the most.

In Art, Year 6 produced drawings and sculptures of a heart. They 
were inspired by artists such as Leonardo Da Vinci and Henry 

Moore.

The children also produced some fantastic pieces of writing 
similar to their class story of Pig Heart Boy. They made 
fantastic, emotional reads that drew in their readers.

I loved making the 

clay hearts because I 

enjoy sculpting -

Muhammad

I liked shading with H 

and B pencils - Cleo



Attendance and Punctuality

We had 235 children attend school every day

Our key findings from last half term:-

79 days of education was lost on unagreed holiday 
during term time.
220 days of education was lost on illness
19 days were lost to medical appointments in 
school time
13 days were lost and we had no reason given for 
absence
38 days were lost and have not been authorised due 
to no medical evidence 

128 children arrived late to school registering 353 
late marks.

‘Attendance is everyone’s business’
Please ensure your child is in school and arrives on 

time everyday!Proud winners of attendance 
end of half term prizes



Pupil Parliament

During Autumn Term 1 

● We elected our new class representative so everyone of us has a voice 
in our school.

● We also elected Myla -Rose to be our  Trust Representative so we can 
share our ideas and work with our partner schools across Spencer 
Academies Trust.

● We have discussed how we feel safe in school and out in the 
community.

● We all attend pupil voice meetings and share our ideas.
● We are going to have a ballot during UK Parliament Week - ‘Should all 

children in the Spencer Academies Trust be treated the same?’

We look forward to telling you how that ballots goes!!



Sport at Portland

Portland pupils have had a brilliant start to sports this year with a 
variety of sports being experienced inside and outside of lessons. 

They have taken part in hockey, netball, handball and many others 
during their PE lessons. 

The children have also had the opportunity to showcase their skills in 
afterschool clubs such as tag rugby and multi sports.

Year 5 and 6 have also taken part in out of school sports competitions, 
representing Portland in badminton and basketball at George Spencer 
Academy. This is just the beginning, we are looking forward to many 

more competitions in the coming terms including gymnastics and 
dodgeball for a variety of year groups.

I enjoyed the badminton 

competition as I got to 

experience a new sport outside 

of school.

At the basketball 

competition, I had the 

opportunity to meet 

new people and 

experience new skills


